
SUBJECT MATTER 
Make a list of the things you see and how they appear.
Describe the parts of the picture in detail: objects, subjects, 
shapes, colours, textures, etc.

STYLE
How does this artwork make me feel? Why? Describe the mood 
of the artwork. 
Explain how the artist used shapes, colours, textures, materials, 
etc., to create a certain ef fect or atmosphere.

EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE

Title:   .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Artist:   ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Year:   ......................................................................  Dimensions:   ................................................................................................................

Medium:   ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

COMPOSITION
How are the objects and shapes organised in the picture space? 
Describe how things are placed in the format.
Discuss what has been cut of f, lef t out, emphasised, repeated, 
contrasted, etc..

MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUE
Why did the artist choose to use this material in this way? 
Identify the materials and the process the artist used.
Compare how the material or medium was applied in parts of the 
artwork.

MEANING
Consider all the information you have gathered thus far. Identify 
the themes and ideas that recurred in your discussions. 

VISUAL ANALYSIS: HOW TO ANALYSE AN UNSEEN ARTWORKARTWORK: IRMA STERN: CONGOLESE WOMAN, 1942. OIL ON CANVAS, 56 X 56.5 CM



SUBJECT MATTER 
Make a list of the things you see and how they appear.
Describe the parts of the picture in detail: objects, subjects, 
shapes, colours, textures, etc.

STYLE
How does this artwork make me feel? Why? Describe the mood 
of the artwork. 
Explain how the artist used shapes, colours, textures, materials, 
etc., to create a certain ef fect or atmosphere.

EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE

Title:   .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Artist:   ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Year:   ......................................................................  Dimensions:   ................................................................................................................

Medium:   ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

COMPOSITION
How are the objects and shapes organised in the picture space? 
Describe how things are placed in the format.
Discuss what has been cut of f, lef t out, emphasised, repeated, 
contrasted, etc..

MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUE
Why did the artist choose to use this material in this way? 
Identify the materials and the process the artist used.
Compare how the material or medium was applied in parts of the 
artwork.

MEANING
Consider all the information you have gathered thus far. Identify 
the themes and ideas that recurred in your discussions. 

VISUAL ANALYSIS: HOW TO ANALYSE AN UNSEEN ARTWORKARTWORK: IRMA STERN: MAID IN UNIFORM, 1955. OIL ON CANVAS, 69 X 63 CM



SUBJECT MATTER 
Make a list of the things you see and how they appear.
Describe the parts of the picture in detail: objects, subjects, 
shapes, colours, textures, etc.

STYLE
How does this artwork make me feel? Why? Describe the mood 
of the artwork. 
Explain how the artist used shapes, colours, textures, materials, 
etc., to create a certain ef fect or atmosphere.

EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE

Title:   .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Artist:   ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Year:   ......................................................................  Dimensions:   ................................................................................................................

Medium:   ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

COMPOSITION
How are the objects and shapes organised in the picture space? 
Describe how things are placed in the format.
Discuss what has been cut of f, lef t out, emphasised, repeated, 
contrasted, etc..

MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUE
Why did the artist choose to use this material in this way? 
Identify the materials and the process the artist used.
Compare how the material or medium was applied in parts of the 
artwork.

MEANING
Consider all the information you have gathered thus far. Identify 
the themes and ideas that recurred in your discussions. 

VISUAL ANALYSIS: HOW TO ANALYSE AN UNSEEN ARTWORKARTWORK: IRMA STERN: PORTRAIT OF VIVIA FERREIRA, 1957. OIL ON CANVAS, 61 X 40 CM



SUBJECT MATTER 
Make a list of the things you see and how they appear.
Describe the parts of the picture in detail: objects, subjects, 
shapes, colours, textures, etc.

STYLE
How does this artwork make me feel? Why? Describe the mood 
of the artwork. 
Explain how the artist used shapes, colours, textures, materials, 
etc., to create a certain ef fect or atmosphere.

EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE

Title:   .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Artist:   ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Year:   ......................................................................  Dimensions:   ................................................................................................................

Medium:   ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

COMPOSITION
How are the objects and shapes organised in the picture space? 
Describe how things are placed in the format.
Discuss what has been cut of f, lef t out, emphasised, repeated, 
contrasted, etc..

MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUE
Why did the artist choose to use this material in this way? 
Identify the materials and the process the artist used.
Compare how the material or medium was applied in parts of the 
artwork.

MEANING
Consider all the information you have gathered thus far. Identify 
the themes and ideas that recurred in your discussions. 

VISUAL ANALYSIS: HOW TO ANALYSE AN UNSEEN ARTWORKARTWORK: IRMA STERN: VILLAGE STREET, 1917. OIL ON CANVAS, 78 X 67 CM



SUBJECT MATTER 
Make a list of the things you see and how they appear.
Describe the parts of the picture in detail: objects, subjects, 
shapes, colours, textures, etc.

STYLE
How does this artwork make me feel? Why? Describe the mood 
of the artwork. 
Explain how the artist used shapes, colours, textures, materials, 
etc., to create a certain ef fect or atmosphere.

EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE

Title:   .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Artist:   ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Year:   ......................................................................  Dimensions:   ................................................................................................................

Medium:   ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

COMPOSITION
How are the objects and shapes organised in the picture space? 
Describe how things are placed in the format.
Discuss what has been cut of f, lef t out, emphasised, repeated, 
contrasted, etc..

MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUE
Why did the artist choose to use this material in this way? 
Identify the materials and the process the artist used.
Compare how the material or medium was applied in parts of the 
artwork.

MEANING
Consider all the information you have gathered thus far. Identify 
the themes and ideas that recurred in your discussions. 

VISUAL ANALYSIS: HOW TO ANALYSE AN UNSEEN ARTWORKARTWORK: IRMA STERN: STILL LIFE WITH BOTTLE, 1941. OIL ON CANVAS, 76.5 X 76.5CM



SUBJECT MATTER 
Make a list of the things you see and how they appear.
Describe the parts of the picture in detail: objects, subjects, 
shapes, colours, textures, etc.

STYLE
How does this artwork make me feel? Why? Describe the mood 
of the artwork. 
Explain how the artist used shapes, colours, textures, materials, 
etc., to create a certain ef fect or atmosphere.

EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE

Title:   .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Artist:   ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Year:   ......................................................................  Dimensions:   ................................................................................................................

Medium:   ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

COMPOSITION
How are the objects and shapes organised in the picture space? 
Describe how things are placed in the format.
Discuss what has been cut of f, lef t out, emphasised, repeated, 
contrasted, etc..

MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUE
Why did the artist choose to use this material in this way? 
Identify the materials and the process the artist used.
Compare how the material or medium was applied in parts of the 
artwork.

MEANING
Consider all the information you have gathered thus far. Identify 
the themes and ideas that recurred in your discussions. 

VISUAL ANALYSIS: HOW TO ANALYSE AN UNSEEN ARTWORKARTWORK: IRMA STERN: INITIATION DANCE, 1941. OIL ON CANVAS. 86 X 94 CM


